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hail! minnesota

Minnesota, hail to thee! 
Hail to thee, our college dear! 

Thy light shall ever be 
A beacon bright and clear. 

Thy sons and daughters true 
Will proclaim thee near and far. 

They will guard thy fame 
And adore thy name; 

Thou shalt be their Northern Star.

Like the stream that bends to sea, 
Like the pine that seeks the blue 

Minnesota, still for thee 
Thy sons are strong and true. 

From the woods and waters fair; 
From the prairies waving far, 

At thy call they throng with their shout and song; 
Hailing thee their Northern Star.

—Truman Elwell Rickard & Arthur Wheelock Upson



college of design 
commencement

May 12, 2018

processional
“Pomp and Circumstance” by Sir Edward Elgar

welcome
Carol Strohecker, Dean

commencement address
Nancy Skolos, Professor, Rhode Island School of Design

Thomas Wedell, Senior Critic, Rhode Island School of Design

student presentations
Benjamin Krause, Product Design BS 

Shawn Gaebel, Master of Architecture MArch
Quinessa Stibbins, Apparel Design BS

congratulations from 

the college of design 

student and alumni board
Eric Maass, Alumni Society President

presentation of degree candidates
Kate Maple, Assistant Dean 

conferring of degrees
Regent Kendall J. Powell

presentation of the class of 2018
Carol Strohecker, Dean

The graduates will rise and recess as the music begins.  
The audience should remain seated until the  

graduating class and faculty have left the auditorium.



recessional
“Earle of Oxford Marche” by William Byrd

commencement reception
All candidates and guests are invited to a reception  

on the Northrop Plaza immediately following the ceremony.

we are grateful to alpha rho chi for their  

generous support of our commencement ceremony.

many thanks to these graduating students who served  

on the student speaker selection committee: 
Katelyn Fuller, Sarah Gastler, Miranda McNamara,  

Miranda Meier, Audrey San Diego, and Alexandrea Sosalla

Music provided by Stone Arch Brass 
Soloist: Kate Lamb

nancy skolos and thomas wedell

Nancy Skolos and Thomas Wedell collaborate to diminish the boundaries 
between graphic design and photography—creating complex graphic design 
that is influenced by modern painting, technology, and architecture.  
The two have spent decades analyzing the unique characteristics of words  
and images—both consciously and subconsciously—and setting them in 
motion to fuse narrative with sensation.

Nancy is a former dean of architecture and design at the Rhode Island School  
of Design where she and Tom both still teach. They are in the midst of  
renovating a house built by Ira Rakatansky, which has significance in the 
architectural history of Providence.

Skolos and Wedell received the 2017 aiga Medal and they have been  
recognized in international Poster Biennials and Triennials with work  
included in the graphic design collections of museums worldwide. They  
have authored two books: Type, Image, Message and Graphic Design Process.



candidates for degrees

This program contains the names of College of Design students who  
have applied to graduate from fall semester 2017 through summer 2018.  
This is not an official University of Minnesota graduation list.

honors

Graduation with designated Latin honors (cum laude, magna cum laude, 
summa cum laude) is limited to students who participate in the University of 
Minnesota Honors Program. Students must complete honors requirements, 
including a capstone or thesis project in their major, and, in their last  
60 University of Minnesota credits, maintain a 3.50 gpa for cum laude,  
a 3.66 gpa for magna cum laude, and a 3.75 gpa for summa cum laude honors. 
To graduate with distinction, a student must have a cumulative gpa of 3.75 or 
higher at graduation. To graduate with high distinction, a student must have  
a cumulative gpa of 3.90 or higher. Candidates for academic honors are noted  
in this program.

president's emerging scholars

The President’s Emerging Scholars (pes) program is a four-year opportunity for 
select undergraduate students with diverse backgrounds and characteristics. There 
are approximately 310 students from various colleges graduating from the pes 
program this spring. Graduates are honored with a purple commencement cord.



undergraduate degrees

apparel design bs

Julia Antoinette Adamson
Julie Kathryn Anderson
Qingkang Cao
Holly Rose Carota
Caitlin Anne Hartman
Evan John Ihde, President's Emerging Scholar
Alyssa Rae Johnson
Sarah Jeanette Klecker
Emily Laurich
Ka Ying Lee

Kelsey Ann Lee, candidate for distinction
Ray Myers, candidate for distinction
Bounkeut Bebe Namnakhone
Rachel Ann Oestreich
Lexine Schumm, candidate for distinction
Emily Seifert
Quinessa R. Stibbins
Wren Tilbury
Spencer McKinley Versteeg
Stephanie M. Wang

Shahryar Rio Beyzavi
Mitchell Robert Bezier
Paul E. Brynestad
Mouhamadou M. Cisse
Samuel Robert Cowley
Hannah Marie Galkin
Ryan Joseph Green
Ryan Robert Hansen, candidate for  
 distinction and summa cum laude
Chenxuan He
Zixing He
Nicholas Paul Hennen
Van Gia Hoang
Nicholas Ole Hoffmann
Nicole Brittany Kiel, candidate for  
 magna cum laude
Peter Kluzak
Austin Ryan Kratochwill
Nicholas M. Lager
Megan Lasch
Lindsay Rose Leon

Yuan Li
Alejandro Loza
Javkhlan Nyamjav, candidate for distinction
Wesley R. Pedersen
Evan James Pukal
Kole Joseph Retterath
Emma Christine Rutkowski
Andrew Mark Schick
Cameron Jack Sonju
David Thomas Swan, candidate for  
 high distinction
Emmy Tong
Brian Christian Weenig
Kilian Dalton Wilson
Yidong Yang
Yutong Yang
Xueting Yu
Tristen Scott Zimprich,  
 President's Emerging Scholar
Shuai Zou

architecture bs

bachelor of design in architecture bda

Austin Robert Berens
Matt Bloodgood
Megan Marie Blooflat
Jena M. Boldt
Zachery Keith Breeggemann

Noah Robert Burson, with distinction
Samuel Ryan Challe
Nathan Cruz Rak
Maya Dailey
Tyler Lee DeJong



Artem M. Anderson
Laura Helen Andrew
Yansang Bai
Carla Michelle Beiro
Vanessa Rose Berglund
Jingru Chen
Lihui Chen
Aaron Michael Chung,  
 candidate for distinction
Madison DiGiovanni
Kate I. Doyle
Brayden Mitchell Duckson
Kailey Jo Erdahl
Annie Ericksen
Sydney Jo Franklin
Andy Furness
Molly Greene

Anthony Joseph Guagliardo
William N. Hanson
Hannah Elizabeth Herrig, candidate for  
 high distinction
Katelyn Rose Heywood,  
 candidate for distinction
Jamie Hulkonen
Sydney Rae Jacobson,  
 candidate for distinction
David Joseph Jelen
Erin Keeffer, candidate for distinction
Dana Rose Kingery
Jenna Lee Kirkbride
Laura Kominek
Stevie Lee Lacher
Allison Nicole Long
Shannon Mary LoPresti

graphic design bfa

Judy Anne Ortega De Veyra
Sarah Rose Dhols-Graf
Zhetao Dong, candidate for distinction
Lafayette Kenneth Doty
Yujia Fang
Christine Jeanette Fantle
Josue Kyle Garcia,  
 President's Emerging Scholar
Zachary D. Geissler
Anna Linda Geist
Timothy Jon Goetz
Eduardo Guzman
Anthony D. Hall
Makayla Nycole Hansen
Mohamed Abdul Hassan
Nicholas George Hasslen
Minzhuang He
Mollie J. Hinderaker
Samuel Eli Johnson, candidate for  
 high distinction
Samuel D. Kerski
Mohsin Mansoor Khokhar
Samantha P. Kowalke
Raymaun J. Laura
Min Ji Lee

Benjamin R. Leipholtz
Dewen Li
Pichen Liu
Siyu Mao
Jordan Heather K. Medeiros, candidate for  
 high distinction
Keaton Kalan Nemes
Jonathan Matthew Osborne
Eben D. Pederson
Rebekah Joy Peterson
Jennifer Quach
Jimmy Jay Rafter
Chloe Olivia Sackett, candidate for  
 distinction and summa cum laude
Aric L. Sampson
Kaitlyn G. Sandkamp
Janneke Lynn Schaap
Cassandra Kay Schmid
Jonathan K. Stuckey
Haylee Ann Thomas-Kuhlmann
David Adam Wacker
Zexi Wang
Blake Michael Weaver
Ethan Atan Zadaka



Alyssa Malin Lotspaih
Theresa Ellen Lund, candidate for distinction
Kelly Kristine Lynch
Ciranno Marcon Soares
Madeline Rose Marino
Meghan L. McDilda
Luke J. Michaels
Erin Elizabeth Molstad,  
 candidate for distinction
Jade Marie Mulcahy
Rishi Samrat Murugesan
Hongfa Norasingh
Macalester Ann Orchard-Dick
Hong Pan
Anne Bernice Paoletti
Ashley Marie Pforr
Jenna Catherine Privatsky, candidate for  
 distinction and summa cum laude
Brianne D. Prodahl
Ellen O'Neil Puls
Erin Rae Ramsey
Collin D. Randolph
Nathan Arnold Roese
Jesse Saengchantha,  
 President's Emerging Scholar

Lana Barbara Schauer
Elizabeth Caitlyn Schneider
Anna Mardi Schwartz
Hans Erich Slade, candidate for distinction
Lauren McKenzie Smith
Kelsey Ann Specht
Allison Anne Sterneman
Dana E. Strachan
Laurel M. Tieman, candidate for  
 high distinction and summa cum laude
Andrew James Tomten
Aliyah Townsend, candidate for  
 distinction and summa cum laude
Brenda Thuy-Tien Tran
Anna Jacqueline Van Veldhuizen,  
 candidate for cum laude
Caleb J. Vanden Boom
Yee Vang
Breanna Marie Vick, candidate for distinction
Lissa T. Vo, President's Emerging Scholar
Cora Hope Winberg
Phat Pumisai Xiong
Jennifer Joyce Young
Lingxue Zheng
David James Ziemer

housing studies bs

Rylee Ann Bonk Suban Mohamud Khalif

interior design bs

Morgan C. Altmann
Bethany Ann Bertram
Emily Mae Bjerkebek
Lauri Brachmann
Cara Mae Brink
McKayla Breanna Coleman
Sean Michael Constantini
Jennifer Jeanne Erickson
Becca Franzen
Emily Ann Gavol
Rachel Christine Hofmann
Anna Holmes
Emily Ann Hunt

Kailin A. Hurinenko
Margaret Mary Johnson,  
 candidate for cum laude
Rea Jorgaqi
Margaret M. Kasner
Erin Renee Kloth
Clare Julie Lassegard
Rayna D. Malcomson
Olivia Rose Mason
Miranda K. McNamara,  
 President's Emerging Scholar
Stephanie Carol Nardi
Allison Nowacki, President's Emerging Scholar



Nicole Ann Schwamberger
Gina Marie Shuck
Alexandrea M. Sosalla,  
 candidate for distinction

Lauren Leilani Stromquist
Natalie Glenn Tupy
Elizabeth Marie Williamson

product design bs

Ingrid Rose Carroll
Peyton Riley Garcia
Benjamin James Krause
Benjamin Joseph Leibham
Miranda Kamille Meier

Sarah Kay Prescott
Danlin Qin
Jimmy Jay Rafter
Nathan Joseph Romportl

retail merchandising bs

Emily Ann Adamczyk
Darius Murell Anderson
Elizabeth Kay Anderson
Jenessa Kay Anderson
Julia Helen Anderson
Abigail R. Bahr
Elizabeth Marie Bain
Maria C. Bentson, with distinction
Neeharika Bondalapati
Amber Marie Burnham
Madelyn Marie Busse
Minna Wah Chan
Yi Qing Choong,  
 candidate for distinction
Amanda Marie Cook
Autumn Dahlia Cordes-Eklund
Alicia Rose Crain-Flor

Margaret Ellen Crowe
Alexandra Marie Davidson
Abigail Jean DeMuse
Rebecca Mary Doepke
Erin Kathleen Dohm
Kaia Soon Fahnestock
Hayley Marie Flink
Brady Robert Foster
Hailey Frase
Alexandra Lang Freie, with high distinction
Katelyn Anne Fuller,  
 President's Emerging Scholar
MariaElena Kathleen Rosa Gambino
Maggie Jeanne Garbrecht
Meridith L. Gould
Abby Lynn Grunewald
Rachel M. Gunther

landscape design and planning bed

Dakota Jordan Dalton Carlson
Lihan Chen
Ruby Lee Davis
David R. Deiman
Emma Louise Engberg
Nikolai Christian Fjelstad De Santiago
Evan Robert Furr
Minah Ham

Ashley Marie Kellen
Emily Anne Norkus
Sydney Caroline Shea, candidate for  
 high distinction
Yuwei Shen
Takara C. Thomas
Amber Anne Wickenhauser



GRADUATE DEGREES

architecture march

Jeffrey Alexander Aviles
Danielle Marie Baehm
Samuel Busman
Pratibha Chauhan
Corinne Deger
Xi Fang
Susanne Jacqueline Flod
Shawn J. Gaebel
Sarah Gastler
Xiaohan Gu
Jessica M. Holmes
Kyrshanbor Hynniewta
Omnia Ibrahim
Neil Kent
Zijie Lin
Goldielyn Lopez

Joseph David Mills
Claire Olson
Sara M. Powers
Becky Qiu
Christopher Michael Savage
Elizabeth Virginia Schmiesing
Lingxiao Shu
Savannah Leigh Steele
Isaac J. Tapp
Nathaniel Lauritz Tollefson
Thomas Robert Vogel
Adam H. Voth
Jonathon Steven Wold
Qianyao Xu
Ellie Sadie Ziaie
Weican Zuo

Maria Bethany Hak, candidate for  
 distinction, President's Emerging Scholar
Ning Han
Andrea Lynne Heil
Klara Rae Hermes,  
 President's Emerging Scholar
Katharine Marie Holmes
Wenqiu Hong
Samantha M. Horn
Sontra Thanh Huynh
Grace Marie Jirele
Brittany Morgan Kanduth
June Kang
Madeline M. Lamminen
Hyein Lee
Taylor Pavoua Lee
Ania Melby
Amanda Joan Moghaddas
Jack A. Moore
Melissa Jade Mortenson
Brittany Kaye Nahring,  
 President's Emerging Scholar
Bailey Christine Ness
David Sean Newton

Madison Nicole Nyhus
Hannah Rae Palecek
Amanda A. Phillips
Mitchell Charles Pierson
McKenzie J. Ploen
Valeriya Sergeevna Popova
Qihan Qiu
Hannah Jo Rupert
Kayla Nicole Samuel
Emma Sophia Schultz
Sydnee Marie Simon
Cecelia M. Sjoquist
Ellen K. Snyder
Jordan Delaney Storm
Lindsey Rose Tradewell
Keenan P. Walsh
Annie Wang
Laura Christine Wehlage
Brooke Alexandra Weinberg
Molly Adina Wertheimer
Anya Kerstine Wheeler
Sarah E. Williams
Cathryn Christina Wunrow, with distinction



human factors ms

Helen Barford
Benjamin Bontreger
Frances Jedrzejewski
Swati Sood

landscape architecture mla

Zhiyun Cheng
Maria Nell Grina
Chaire E. Hoffman
Leslie Ann Johnson
Fei Liu
Weiyu Miao
Jennifer Kay Moeller

Luke Nichols
Linda Elaine Spohr
Christopher Leonard Sticha
Virginia Kathleen Torzewski
Rachel Lyn Valenziano
Allen VanDien
Maximilian George Wilhelm II

design phd

Sarah Alfalah
Haeun Bang
Robin Carufel
Rachel Fang
Jessica Harjo

Nokyeon Kim
Maureen Monhollen
Shuruq Nahhas
Sanga Song
Claire Whang

human factors phd

Zane Thimmesch-Gill

architecture ms

Alejandra Cervantes Enriquez
Takashi Chibana
Catherine Dale Deacon
Justin Fleck
Alicia Del Carmen Freire
Christina Marie Johnson

Alicia Louise Nystrom
Neeraja Umesh Pandav
Dustin Schipper
Kate Elizabeth Stanger
Amy Van Gessel
Vanessa Lyn Walton

design ma

Nika Rae Gagliardi
Jessica Layne Lambert

design mfa

Chikako Seebold

design ms

Robert Pettys-Baker
Randy T. Pierce
Ahmad Saquib Sina
Sophia Utset-Ward



The University of Minnesota, founded in the belief that all people are enriched 
by understanding, is dedicated to the advancement of learning and the search 
for truth; to the sharing of this knowledge through education for a diverse 
community; and to the application of this knowledge to benefit the people  
of the state, the nation, and the world. The University’s threefold mission 
of research and discovery, teaching and learning, and outreach and public 
service is carried out on multiple campuses and throughout the state.

The University of Minnesota shall provide equal access to and opportunity in 
its programs, facilities, and employment without regard to race, color, creed,  
religion, national origin, gender, age, marital status, disability, public assistance 
status, veteran status, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

 Printed on recycled and recyclable paper with 30-percent postconsumer  
 waste material. 

©  2018 Regents of the University of Minnesota.

This publication can be made available in alternative formats upon request. 
Direct requests to Gayle Whitney, College of Design, 12 McNeal Hall,  
1985 Buford Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108, 612-624-4244.


